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Government of India
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation

( C-3 Wing, 4lh Floor, Paryavaran Bhawan, New Dethi-110003
Tel. : 24361670, 24361671, 24361672 Fax : 24361669
E-mail : secydws@nic.in

g
rr—— Website : www.ddws.nlc.in

D.O. H2S(DWS)N 2N S
10 Febrnary 2043

Dear Shri Singh,

Launching of
“National Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation Awareness Week”
Sfrom 16" March to 22 March, 2015

As you are aware, Government of India is committed to (i) achieving Swachh Bharat; and (ii)
providing clean drinking water to the rural population.

2. The Ministry is launching a “National Rural Drinking Water and Sanitation Awareness
Week” across all States/ UTs from 16™ March to 22™ March, 20! 5 coinciding with the culmination of
World Water Day celebration on 22" March, 2015 to accelerate awareness in villages across India on
issues viz,, Sanitation and Rural Drinking Water.

3. . The focus of the campaign shall be to (i) create total awareness on Swachh Bharat Mission to
keep villages clean, (ii) build and use toilets, (iii) importance of hand washing with soap, (iv) safe
handling and storage of drinking water, (v) water conservation; and (vi) participatory O&M of water

supply systems.

4. For this effort to be successful large scale mobilization of possible partners in this exercise has
to be ensured. These will include:

o JEC consultants, Swachhta doots, Block and District Coordinators and VIWSC members;

o School students;

o Services of ASHA, Anganwadi workers, SHG groups, School Teachers, Doctors, PRIs, Paiwaris
and Village level workers of all Departments. :

s Local leaders and known persons of the village for visibility and acceptance;

o Services of NCC cadets, Boy Scowts, Girls Guides, Nehiru Yuval Kendras;

e Rotary and Lions Club and other similar organization lo reach oul io various seclions;

e Reputed NGOs, CSO, SHGs, especially Women SHGs across the covniry; _

o Officers of other Departments like Health, Women and Child Developinent & School Education
Department requesiing them lo spare the services of their personnel during the sanitation
canpaign; .

o Multilateral organizations UNICEF, WSP GSF, WSSCC etc;

o Agencies like Sulabh, Wateraid, Plan India, Arghyam, Water for People eic.

o Media represeniatives.
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5. To undertake this massive campaign, funds under Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) (IEC) and
National Rural Drinking Water Programme [NRDWP] funds under (Support) should be effectively
and aggressively utilized. The Ministry is also planning to have a video-conference with all State
Secretaries sometime during the next week.

6. Hence, ] would request you to head a Coordination Committee and have a meeting with
Health, Education, Rural Development, Panchayati Raj, PHED and Women and Child Development
Departments. [ have already taken a similar meeting with the concerned Ministries at the Central level.
They shall also be issuing directives in this regard.

7. For further details, officers of the State may kindly contact: (i) Smt. Sandhya Singh, Joint
Director (Stats & IEC), MoDWS, (Phone: 2436 4112 — e-mail: sandhya.singh@sic.in); and (i) Dr.
T K. Das, National Consuitant (IEC), {(Phone: 088260112628 - e-mail:dr_tkdas47@rediffimail. coni)

With regards,

Yours fincerely,

Shri Anjani Kumar Singh
Chief Secretary
Government of Bihar
Patna
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